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only 5*4 per cent., including Brahmans, merchants, &c., could read or
write even in the lowest degree, while but a much smaller percentage
had reached the lowest standard of a primary school. But to this cause
must be added the absence of agricultural education; in moat other
countries held by a peasant proprietary, special schools where theoretical
and practical agriculture are taught to the peasantry are considered
essential, even though the general intelligence and standard of education
may be higher than in Ooimbatore; even the Normal schools occa-
sionally, as in Switzerland, have an agricultural branch in which all
school teachers are practically trained, so as to fit them for sympathizing
with and aiding the peasants among whom they will live, and from
whom they sprang. These schools appear to be kept up by local
communal subscriptions or by local taxation, and must be considered as
immense aids to the local peasantry. No such advantages are available
for the Ooimbatore ryot.

These are the defects or causes of deficiency in Coimbatore farming.
On the other hand, the art is both excellently known and practised by
the average and substantial ryots. Except on the black soil and richer
loams, or in localities favoured by rain, such as Kollegdl and Polldchi,
upland cultivation is comparatively subsidiary to that on wet and
garden lands; it is to these that the ryot looks for sure and certain
crops, and it is these therefore that get his most devoted attention, while
common low-class dry lands, though widely cultivated, are seldom ea>
pected to give more than a precarious yield. To ascertain therefore what
is really known of agriculture the ryot's practice on these better lands
must be examined, and it is doubtful if he will much suffer by com-
parison with any farmer anywhere. Eude cultivation must not be set
down to a low state of the art or of its knowledge, but to other causes
as detailed above, especially hostility of season, soil, and empty purses;
if these difficulties, which together are not to be overcome by the best
agricultural system, are absent, as in the better lands and in gardens,
his practice will be found to be correspondingly good ; a full purse will,
in the Coimbatore Velldlan's hands, conquer season and soil. His wet
land farming is excellent; he uses water extravagantly, but this, though
a public misfortune, is a personal benefit, since the individual field is
more heavily manured by the increased deposit of silt; the bad state
of his subsoil is not due to ignorance of drainage and its importance, for
he has a special name for subsoil water and takes infinite pains to get
rid of it in crops like turmeric, plantains and sugar-cane; it is due to
the impossibility of keeping drained tiny plots lying amidst vast areas
of almost level wet land, and the impossibility of combination amongst
hundreds of ryots to carry out a comprehensive scheme of drainage; in
his gardens he grows paddy on an admirably porous soil, with Ijigher
yields in quality and quantity than on wet land, showing that he is
fully aware of the best methods of culture ; he corrects the clay of his
. upper softs by masses of vegetable matter, and by town sweepings, and